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The Governor elected at the general election in 1974, and thereafter, shall be installed on the 
first Tuesday after the organization of the Legislature, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
and shall hold his office for the term of four years, or until his successor shall be duly 
installed. He shall be at least thirty years of age, a citizen of the United States, and shall have 
resided in this State at least five years immediately preceding his election. (Amended Nov. 
7, 1972.)4

During the time he holds the office of Governor, he shall not hold any other office: civil, 
military or corporate; nor shall he practice any profession, and receive compensation, reward, 
fee, or the promise thereof for the same; nor receive any salary, reward or compensation or 
the promise thereof from any person or corporation, for any service rendered or performed 
during the time he is Governor, or to be thereafter rendered or performed.5

Beyond the constitutional requirements, Texas governors have tended to share 
other common characteristics. Since 1876, most governors in Texas have been white, 
Protestant, wealthy men. As Table 5.2 shows, the vast majority of modern governors 
have had some higher education—mostly in law—and most Texas governors have also 
had some military experience, ranging from service in the U.S. Army or U.S. Navy to 
service in the Texas National Guard or Texas Air Guard. Although the myth of the Texas 
rancher or Texas oilman is often used to tap into the Texas legend during gubernatorial 
campaigns, few modern governors actually have such experience. Notable exceptions 
include Dolph Briscoe, who was a wealthy cattleman and horse trader, and Clements 
and Bush, who made fortunes in oil.

Modern governors of Texas have also, by and large, had previous political 
experience. Many of the state’s governors have risen from the ranks of other Texas 
offices, including the Texas Legislature, the Railroad Commission of Texas, and often 
the lieutenant governor’s office. Others held national offices prior to becoming governor 
of the Lone Star State. Notable examples include Bill Clements, who had been deputy 
U.S. secretary of defense, and John Connally, who ascended to the governorship after 
serving as the secretary of the navy in the Kennedy administration.

Although Texas governors often have other political experience, many view the 
Texas governorship as the pinnacle of their career. In fact, research suggests that the 
governor’s job is the best job in politics, even during times of economic hardship.6 

  TABLE 5.1    Terms and Qualifications of Elected Chief Executives

Constitutional 
Provisions 

Texas 
Governor U.S. President Other States

Age 30 years 35 years 33 states set minimum age at 30; 6 states set the age at 18 and 
another 3 states set no age limit

Residence 5 years 14 years 5 years or less in 34 states

Terms 4 years 4 years (limited to 2 
terms of office or 10 
years)

48 states establish 4-year term, but 36 states limit the number of 
consecutive terms

Source: Audrey S. Wall, ed., The Book of the States, vol. 47 (Lexington, Ky.: Council of State Governments, 2015).


